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o Fortis Consonants: are the consonants that need some effort to 

be produced. All voiceless consonants are termed as Fortis or 

strong.  They are produced with open glottis ( the vocal folds are 

separated). 

 

o Fortis-Lenis: Is a term that refers to voiced consonants (weak)  

that do not need much effort in their production. 

 

 

The plosive phonemes of English can be presented in the form of a 

table as shown here: 

 

  Place of Articulation  

Bilabial Alveolar Velar 
Fortis (voiceless)  p  t k 
Lenis (voiced)   b  d g  

Table 1: The plosive phonemes 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Fricatives of English can be presented in the form of a table as 

shown here: 

  Place of Articulation    

 Labiodental  Dental  Alveolar  Post-alveolar Glottal 
Fortis(voiceless) f    s   h 
Lenis(voiced) v    z  ʒ  

Table 2: The Fricative Phonemes 


