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Lesson 11: Fortis-Lenis Consonants & Symbols for phonemes

List of symbols

1 Symbols for phonemes

I asin ‘pit’ pit

€ asin ‘pet’ pet
& asin ‘pat’ paf
A asin ‘putt’ pat
D asin ‘pot’ ppt
U asin ‘put’ put

9 asin ‘about’, upper’

abaut

ADP9

el asin ‘bay’ bej
‘buy’ bai

al asin
in ‘boy’ boi

21 as1n

19 asin ‘peer’ pro

ed asin ‘pear’ pea

U2 asin ‘poor’ pua

p asin ‘pea’ pi:
t asin ‘toe’ tou
k asin ‘cap’ kaep
f asin ‘fat’ faf
0 asin ‘thing’ Oy
as in ‘sip’ sip
I asin ‘ship’ [ip
h asin ‘hat’ haet
‘map’ map
n asin ‘nap’ nap

n asin ‘hang’ hee;
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as in ‘chin’ t[n
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‘car’ ka:
‘core’ ko:
‘coo’ kur

‘cur’ ka:

‘g0’ gau

as in ‘cow’ kau
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"bee’ bi:

‘doe’ dau

gap’ gap

‘vat’ vt

"this’ dis

‘ZIp’ zip
‘measure’ me3a

led’ led
‘red’ red
yet’ jet

‘wet’ wet
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Fortis-Lenis

o Fortis Consonants: are the consonants that need some effort to
be produced. All voiceless consonants are termed as Fortis or
strong. They are produced with open glottis ( the vocal folds are
separated).

o Fortis-Lenis: Is a term that refers to voiced consonants (weak)
that do not need much effort in their production.

The plosive phonemes of English can be presented in the form of a
table as shown here:

Place of Articulation
Bilabial Alveolar Velar
Fortis (voiceless) P t k

Table 1: The plosive phonemes

The Fricatives of English can be presented in the form of a table as

shown here:
Place of Articulation
Labiodental Dental Alveolar Post-alveolar Glottal
Fortis(voiceless) f ) s f 'h

Table 2: The Fricative Phonemes




